
People with Mental Health Conditions are  
Grossly Overrepresented in the Criminal Justice System

- People with mental health conditions are more likely to be arrested and taken to jail.1

- 64% of people in jail have a mental health condition.2						    

- �Every year, 2 million adults with serious mental illness are booked into jail (about	  

17% of all jail admissions).3										       

 

This is true despite the costs of incarcerating a person with a mental health condition vastly surpassing the costs 
of incarcerating a person without a mental health condition or providing adequate community-based treatment.4 

Money Bail Disproportionately Impacts People with Mental Health Conditions

Compared to people who do not have a mental illness, those that do are less likely to make bail and stay in jail longer before making bail.
- �In New York City, only 12 percent of people with mental health conditions made bail	  

compared to 21 percent of people without, even though bail amounts were comparable.	  

- �Furthermore, it took five times as long for people with mental illness to make bail as 

those without (48 days vs. 9 days).5 								      

Reasons may include lack of community-based alternatives to detention, knowledge of behavioral health needs, 
financial resources, and family and friends willing to post bail.6 
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Money bail is the requirement for people in jail to pay money up front 
in order to secure release while waiting for trial. Lack of individual 
consideration often makes money bail unaffordable, leaving many to 
remain incarcerated for weeks, months, or even years while awaiting 
trial. Overreliance on money bail disproportionately and negatively 
impacts lower income and minority communities, but has similar 
impacts on people living with mental health conditions.
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Incarcerating People with Mental Health Conditions Harms Health

- �Up to 89% of people with mental illness in jails do not receive care, and any care	  

received is generally inadequate.7									          

- ��Incarceration can make mental health conditions worse, and some individuals may		  

develop mental health problems while in custody.8 						    

- ��People with mental health conditions are at greater risk of being the victim of		  

physical and/or sexual abuse during custody.9							        

- ��Roughly 80% of all jail deaths in California occur among people in pretrial detention. 

Suicides account for a quarter of these deaths.10							        

Pretrial Detention Increases Likelihood of Negative Criminal Justice  
and Public Safety Outcomes

People who are incarcerated while awaiting trial are more likely to:
- Be convicted;												          

- Receive a harsher sentence, including more time in jail or prison; and			 

- Return to the criminal justice system in the future.11						       

				  
Reforming Money Bail is a Front-End Solution to  
Reduce the Number of Incarcerated People with Mental Health Conditions 

Determining who stays behind bars based on actual public safety or flight risk instead of the individual’s financial 
resources would mean many individuals who currently stay in jail simply because they can’t afford bail could be 
released while awaiting trial. This would also apply to incarcerated people with mental health conditions; having a 
mental health condition does not increase the risk of failure to appear or rearrest during pretrial release.12  People 
with mental health conditions who end up in jail could be diverted to more appropriate community-based mental 
health treatment much sooner, resulting in better individual and public safety outcomes.

Campaign to Reform Money Bail is a coalition to pass—and implement—legislation to end wealth-based and 
racially biased pretrial detention and to safely and significantly reduce the number of people held in jail after 
arrest, to secure funds for pretrial services, and to meaningfully include impacted people in the campaign.  
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