
Money bail results in incarceration of low-income people who have not been convicted.

-  Bail amounts in California for frequently charged felonies have increased by an   

inflation-adjusted 22% during 2002-2012.1          

-  In 2015, the median bail amount in California was$50,000, five times higher than the  

national median of $10,000.2            

-  In California, 59% of people awaiting trial remained incarcerated, while only 32%  

remained incarcerated nationwide.3          

-  The average income of people aged 23-39 who are unable to pay bail nationally for men  

is $15,598 and for women is$11,071 in 2015 dollars.4        

-  The average income of people aged 23-39 who are unable to pay bail nationally for  

Black men is  $11,275 and for Black women is $9,083.5        

-  The yearly income for incarcerated people is nearly equal to the national median bail amount 

of $10,000.6 Yearly income is almost $40,000 less than the median bail amount in California.7 

 

Detention while awaiting trial increases the likelihood of conviction.

-  Empirical studies in Pennsylvania estimated that people jailed before trial are 12% to 

13% more likely to be convicted than people released pretrial.8      

-  A similar study conducted on misdemeanor cases in Harris County, Texas, found that  

detained people were 25% more likely to be convicted.9        

-  Studies of criminal cases in New York City likewise found a 16.2 percentage point  

increase in the likelihood of being convicted among those detained.10    

Being held in jail before trial results in harsher sentences.

-  People jailed while awaiting trial are more likely to be sentenced to incarceration.  

>>  Studies in New York City and Leon County, Florida found that “pretrial detention significantly  

increased the likelihood of jail and prison sentences.” 11        

>>  A study in Harris County, Texas found that people jailed before trial were 43% more likely to be  

sentenced to incarceration instead of probation. 12         

-  If a person is jailed while awaiting trial, they are likely to receive a longer sentence.13

>>  A study conducted in 2016 of people charged with misdemeanors in Harris County, Texas found that the 

jail sentences received by people who had been jailed while awaiting trial were over two times longer 

than the sentences received by people who had been released.14        

>>  Another study published in 2016 compared the maximum sentence lengths between people who had been  

detained and released, and found that the maximum sentence for people who had been detained was  

approximately 4.5 years longer than the maximum sentence for those released.15      
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>>  A study in Philadelphia found that people who had been jailed before trial were sentenced to terms of 

incarceration that were roughly five months longer.16        

-  People jailed pretrial are ordered to pay higher court fees.      

>>  Detained people were ordered to pay approximately $128 more in court fees than those released.17   

Being held in jail increases the likelihood that a person will plead guilty.

-  The increased likelihood of plea deals is influenced by the social and economic costs 

of being jailed while awaiting trial, including negative impacts on employment,   

housing, and child custody, among others.18         

-  A study from 2016 in Harris County, Texas found that people held in jail while   

awaiting trial were 25 % more likely to plead guilty than people who had been   

released.19               

-  Brooklyn Defender Services estimated that in 2013 people who were detained were more  

than nine times as “likely to plead guilty to a misdemeanor” than those released.20  

-  Being jailed negatively impacts a person’s ability to negotiate plea bargains. Because 

incarcerated people need to be released as soon as possible, they are more likely to  

accept an unfavorable plea bargain.21         

    
Staying in jail while awaiting trial increases the likelihood of recidivism.

-  An empirical study conducted in Harris County, Texas found that by 18 months after the 

bail hearing for a misdemeanor charge, “detention is associated with a 30% increase in 

felonies and a 20% increase in misdemeanors.”22         

-  A study of criminal cases in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh also found a 6% to 9%    

increase in recidivism.23           
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