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APPLICATION TO FILE BRIEF OF AMICI CURIAE

The Catholic Health Association of the United States and the
Alliance of Catholic Health Care hereby apply under California Rules of
Court, Rule 8.520(f) for permission to file a brief amici curiae supporting
Defendant/Respondent Dignity Health dba Mercy San Juan Medical
Center. The proposed brief follows this application.

The Catholic Health Association of the United States (“CHA”) is the
national leadership organization for the Catholic health ministry.
Comprised of more than 600 hospitals and 1,600 long-term care and other
health facilities in all 50 states, the Catholic health ministry is the largest
group of nonprofit health care providers in the nation, including Defendant-
Respondent. CHA works to advance the ministry’s commitment to a just,
compassionate health care system that protects life and advocates for a
health care system that is available and accessible to everyone, paying
special attention to the poor and vulnerable. The members of CHA share
the conviction of Defendant-Respondent to serve the public while adhering
to the religious tenets of the Catholic Church.

Alliance of Catholic Health Care (“ACHC”) represents Catholic
health care providers committed to carrying out the ministry of healthcare
by serving California communities. ACHC provides advocacy, health

ministry formation, and leadership to the 52 Catholic and community-based



affiliated hospitals throughout the state of California. Its advocacy includes
public policies and access to health care as a basic human right, the
promotion of nonprofit health care, and the protection of religious freedom
in the exercise of the healing ministry of the Church. These members
include Defendant-Respondent and many identically situated hospitals who
also seek the right to continue as religious organizations providing health
care in accordance with the standards of their religion.

The issues presented in this case significantly affect the members of
both CHA and ACHC, all of whom share an interest in being able to
continue to provide healthcare services as an expression of a
comprehensive ministry rooted in religious faith. Plaintiff-Appellant
would have this Court apply California law in a way to coerce (or punish) a
faith-based hospital because it refused to perform medical practices
antithetical to its religious mission. The underlying claim for relief, if
successful, would require faith-based institutions to serve the public, not
according to religious conviction, but according to a court-ordered
orthodoxy. It would open the door to additional broad-scale attacks on the
healthcare ministry of the Church to the extent that any service might
depart, in any way, from some secular world view, with even wider-scale
negative consequences. Resolving this issue correctly would assure high-

quality health care continues to be offered throughout the community and



with particular preference for the poor and vulnerable populations in
California.

The proffered brief contributes particularly to the argument and
authority supporting the lower court’s proper conclusion that there was no
basis on which Appellant could have prevailed in a claim under the Unruh
Act. It provides a broader context to the position of religious organizations
in the health care ministry and connects the religious standards for health
care followed by these organizations to both state and federal constitutional
protections. In the process, amici also hope to make clearer to the Court
that the religious standards do not discriminate, intentionally or otherwise,
because they are applied uniformly to individuals of all genders. Any claim
otherwise relies upon probing the foundational religious beliefs under the
standards, which is beyond the power of the courts.

No party, counsel for a party, or any person or entity other than The
Catholic Health Association of the United States and the Alliance of
Catholic Health Care and its counsel has made a monetary contribution
intended to fund the preparation or submission of the brief, and no party or
counsel for a party has authored this brief in whole or in part.

Dated: April 18, 2019
Respectfully submitted,

GREENE & ROBERTS, LLP
Stephen J. Greene, Jr.
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Of Counsel:
STRADLEY RONON STEVENS & YOUNG, LLP
Mark E. Chopko
Jennifer Gniady

Attorneys for Amici Curiae
The Catholic Health Association of the United States
and Alliance of Catholic Health Care
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