CHAPTER XXXIII.

AN ACT

Respecting Fugitives from Labor, and Slaves brought to this State
prier to herr admisston inte the Union.

sThe Peop?e of the State of Culifornia, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows :

for the arrest of

Src. 1. When a person held to labor:i y State Process muy insue
of the Umted States under the laws th IS fogitivos from ln
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Mode of proceed-
ing.

Pengities for ob-
struecting a clai-
mant in the re.
covery of bis

/

Duties of officers
and penalties for
neglect of duty.

LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

State, and when seized or arrested, to take him or her before any
Judge or Justice of this State, or before any Magistrate of a County,
City, or Town corporate, and upon proof to the satisfnction of such
Judge or Magistrate, either by oval testimony or affidavit, taken
before and certified by any Judge or Magistrato in this State, or
of any other State or Territory, that the person so seized or arrested
doth, under the laws of the State or Territory from which he or she
fled, owe service or labor to the person claiming him or her, it shall
be the duty of such Judgo or Magistrate to give a certificate thereof
to such claimant, his agent or attorney, which shall be sufficient
warrant for removing tho said fugitive from labor, to the State or
Territory from which he or she fled, and for using such force and
restraint as may he necessary, under the circumstances of the case,
to take and remove such fugitive person back to the State or Ter-
ritory “whence he or she may have cscaped as aforesaid. In no
trial or hearing under this'Act shall the testimony of such alleged
fugitive be admitted in evidence, and the certificate hereinbefore
mentioned shall be conclusive of the right of the person or persons
in whose favor granted, to remove such fugitive to the State or
Territory from which he escaped, and shall prevent all molestation
of such person or persons, by any process issued by any Court,
Judge, Justice, or Magistrate, or other person. whomsoever.,

SEo. 2. Any person who shall knowingly and willingly obstruct,
hinder, or proevent such claimant, hiz agent or attorney, or any
person or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting
such fugitive from service or labor, -either with or without process
as aforesaid, or shall rescue or attempt to rescue such fugitive from
the custody of such claimant, Ins or her agent or aftorney, or
other person or persdris Iawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so

arrested pursuant t¢ the authority hercin given and declared, or .

shall aid, abet, or.agSist. sucly\{'\ugitive, directly or indirectly-to
esoape from such clmant; his"dkent or attornoy, or other person
or persons legally authorized as @hdicsaid, or shall harbor or conceal
such fugitive so as to proventrthd discovery and arrcst of such
fugitive, shall for either of said 6ff#nces, be subject to a fine of not
less than five hundred dollars, and imprisonment not less than two
months, by indickment and “convttion hefore any Court of Scesions
of this State, or before any Court having eriminal jurisdiction within
this State, and shall moreover forfeit and pay by way of civil dama~-
ges to the claimant of said fugitive, the sum of one thousand dollars,

for each and either of said offences, to be recovered by action in any

District Court of this State.

Skc. 3. It shall be the duty of all Sheriffs, Deputy Sheriffs,
and Constables toobey and exccuteall warrants and precepts issued
under the provisions of this Act, when to them directed, and should
any Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, or Constable refuse to receive such
warrant or other process when tendered, or to use all proper means,
diligently to exccuto the same, he shall on_conviction.thereof, by
indictment, be fined in the sumof not less than five hundred dollars
and not more than two thousand.dollars, to the use of the County n
which convietion i8 had, and removed from office, and shall be liable

~
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THIRD SESSION.

to the claimant in such damages as the claimant shall sustain by
reason of said misconduct, and after the arrest of such fugitive by
such Sheriff, or his Deputy, or Constable, or whilst at any time
within his custody, shonld such fugitive escape by the assent, neglect,
or contrivance of such officer, such officer shall be liable, on his
official hond to such claimant, for the full value of said fugitive in
the State’or Territory from whenee he or she came.

Sec. 4. Any person or porsons held to labor or service in any
State or Territory of the United States, by the Laws of.such State
or Territory, and who were brought or introduced within the limits
of this State previous to the admission of this State as one of the

69

Who shrll be
deerund fugitives,
and limits ‘of thiz
Act,

United States of America, and who shall refuse to return to the °

State or Territory where he, she, or they owed such labor or service,
upon the demand of the person or persons, his or their agent, or at-
torney, to whom such labor or service was due, such person or
persons so refusing to retwn, shall be held and deemed fugitives
from labor within the meuniug of this Aot, and all the remedies,
rights, and provisions herein given to clamants of fugitives who
Wm any otheuq.ta,hwwmvcn and
conferred upen claimants of fugitives from la ithin the meaning
of this section; Provided, the provisions of this scetion shall not
have force aud effect’ after the period of twelve months from the
passage of this Act,’

Sec. 5. Nothing contained in this Act shall he.so construed as
to allow the claimant of any slave to hold such slave in servitude in
this Stato after his reclamation under the provisions of this Aect,
except for the purposo of removing such slave from the State.

ArrroveD, April 15, 1852.

Claimaata not al-
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tude in this
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