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Offu:e o/ln/o""lIlion GOI'UII IIIIU and Prll'acy 

U.S. Immigration 
and Customs 
Enforcement 

Pri \'acv G uida nce: Agell ev Access to and Usc of Liccnse Plate H,t'ad cr Da ta and Tcchnologv 

Direct questions abolll this ~lIid(fIlCe fO Ihe ICE Office of /n!vrmulioll GOl'em um.:e (fnd Pril'(lc), (202-
731-3300). 

I. Purpose and Aupliellhility 

As pnn o r it s crimi na l and civil law enrorcerncnt mi ss ions, U.S. Imm igration lind CuslOms 
Enrorcement ( ICE) rel ies on n variety orlaw enrorce1l1cnt tools and techniques to ensure public 
sa rcty and nationa l security. License plate rcader (LPR) data and technology provide lin important 
too l to support ICE mission act iv ities. To maximize Ihe use or lhis tool consistent with privacy and 
civit liberties req uirements. Ihis docllment provides ICE personnel guidance on the acceptable li se or 
LP R data and technOlogy within the scope orth ci r offieial dU lies. This docuruel1l serves as interim 
guidance ullti l the publ iclttion or an ICE di rectivc. 

II. llcfinitions 

LPR Technology. /\ system cons isti ng of a high·speed camera(s) an d re lated equipment mounted 
on veh icles or in fixed locations that au tomatically and wit hout direct hu man cont rol locates, rocuses 
on. and photographs license pla tes and vehicles thllt come into range of tile device. The system 
automat ica lly converts the d igita l photographic imrlges of license plates and associated d:lla into a 
com puter- readab le fo rmal. i.e" a "rcad.'· lhal conta ins LPR data, 

LPR Da tu. Informlltion derived rrom LPR technology, includi ng bUI not limitetlto: ( I) license plate 
mllll bcr; (2) d igita l image of the liccnse plate as well as the vehicle's make and Illocl cl; (3) state of 
registr ation: (4) c<lment identification ( i.e .. camera owner and Iype): (5) Globa l Positioning System 
(G PS) coo rdinates I or oth er location inronnati on taken at the t ime the inronlHltion was ca ptu red: and 
(6) date and lime ofobscrvmion. 

LPR Da tabase/System. Any central data rcpositOlY Ihal is used exclusive ly for the storage or 
recorded license plate numbers and other LPR data. The database/system may a lso lise rron t-end 
tools that allow users to vicw and analyze data in diffe rent ways. 

Commercia l LP R Serv ices. Query- bascd access to a LPR dalabase a lTered by commerc ia l vendors 
th at provides so me or all LPR data based on license pill te !l ll mbers, LPR data is up loaded to the 
database rrom a variety of governmen tal and pri vutc sources includ ing, bU I nol limited 10, access 
contro l systems. such as to ll road or parki ng lot cameras: vehic le repossession companies; and law 

I GPS is a salelli le-based navigation system that provides local ion and lime infonnation anywhere on or ncar the 
Earth where there is an unobsl ructed line o f sight to four or more GPS satell ites, 
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