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May 29, 2014 
 

Molly Dwyer 

Clerk of the Court 

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 

95 Seventh Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103-1526 
 

 Re:  Doe v. Harris, Ninth Circuit Case No. 13-15263,  

Citation of Supplemental Authorities (Federal Rule of Appellate 

 Procedure 28(j)) 
 

Dear Clerk: 

 

Plaintiffs-Appellees write to advise the Court of two new pertinent 

authorities that have been published since oral argument: 

1. A new report from the California Sex Offender Management Board 

(CASOMB) that confirms Plaintiffs’ evidentiary showing that the law 

in question is overbroad because it covers too many individuals.   

2. A peer-reviewed paper reporting on the research discussed in the 

Hanson declaration.   

 

The new CASOMB report 

 

The California board charged with managing registrants1 has released a 

report that debunks many of what it calls the “widely held” assumptions that 

underlie the state’s broad sex-offender registry, explaining that 

“accumulating scientific research on the actual realities makes it clear that 

these assumptions are, in almost every case, not accurate.” CASOMB, A 
Better Path to Community Safety, Sex Offender Registration in California 

                                                 
1 See Appellee’s Brief at 14 fn. 4.  
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Tiering Background Paper, at 2 (April 2014).2 This report emphasizes among 

other things that sex-registrant recidivism rates are lower than for those 

convicted of any crime aside from murder, that only 7% of sex crimes against 

children are committed by strangers, that recidivism risk can be assessed, 

and that including low-risk offenders in registration programs wastes 

resources, including the police resources spent on updating registrations. See 
id. at 2, 4, 6. It concludes that California’s registry “includes many 

individuals who do not necessarily pose a risk to the community.” Id. at 5. 

The report therefore confirms much of Plaintiffs’ unrebutted evidence 

showing that requiring all registrants to turn over their Internet identifiers 

and ISPs to the police is overly broad, in violation of the First Amendment. 

See Appellees’ Brief at 9-12, 37-41. 

 

Dr. Hanson’s paper 

 

The research presented in Dr. Hanson’s declaration demonstrating that the 

longer offenders remain offense-free in the community, the less likely they 

are to reoffend sexually, has been published in a peer-reviewed journal. See 

Hanson, Harris, Helmus, and Thornton, High-Risk Sex Offenders May Not be 
High Risk Forever, _Journal of Interpersonal Violence_, Published online 

before print March 24, 2014. See also Appellee’s Brief at 38-39. A copy of this 

paper is attached.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 Michael T. Risher 

 Counsel for Plaintiffs-Appellees 
Encl. 

 

I certify that the body of this letter contains 344 words.   

/s/ Michael T. Risher 

                                                 
2 Available at 

http://www.cce.csus.edu/portal/admin/handouts/Tiering%20Background%20Paper%20FINAL%

20FINAL%204-2-14.pdf  
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