BATLOT ARGUMENT ACA 51

The proliferation of government snooping and data collecting
is threatening to destroy our traditional freedoms. Government
agencies seem to be competing to compile the most extensive sets
of dossiers on American citizens. Computerization of records makes
it possible to create vocradle-to-grave” profiles on every American.

At present there are no effective restraints on the information

activities of government and business. This amendment creates a

legzl and enforceable right of privacy for every Californian.

The right of privacy is the right to be left alone. It is a
fundamental and compelling interest. It protects our hcmes, our
families, our thoughts, our emotions, our expressions, our person-
alities, our freedom of communion, and our freedom to associate with
the people we chocse. It prevents government and business interests
from collecting and stockpiling unnecessary information about us and
from misusing information gathered for one purpose in order to serve

other purposes or to embarrass us.

Fundamental to our privacy is the ability to control circulation

of personal information. This is essential to social relationships

and personal freedom. The proliferation of government and business
]

records over which we have no control limits our ability to control

our personal lives., Often we do not know that these records even

exist and we are certainly unable to determine who has access to thom.
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Fven more dangerous is the loss of control over the accuracy
of government and business records on individuals. Obviously, if
the person is unaware of the record, he or she cannot review the
file and correct inevitable mistakes. Even if the existence of
this information is known, few government agencies or private bhusi-
nesses permit individuals to raview their files and correct errcrs.
The average citizen also does not have control over what infor-
mation is collected about him. Much is secretly collected. We are
required to report some information, regardless of our wishes for
privacy or our belief that there is no public need for the informa-

tion. Each time we apply for a credit card or a life insurance

policy, file a tax return, interview for a job, or get a drivers
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license, a dossier is opened and an informational wrcfile

Modern technology is capable of monitoring, centralizing and com-
puterizing this information which eliminates any possibility of

individual privacy.
The right of privacy is an important American heritage and essen-

tial to the fundamental rights guaranteed by the First, Third, Fourth,

Fifth and Ninth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. This right

should be abridged only when there is compelling public need. Some

information may remain as designated public records but only when

the availability of such information is clearly in the public interes:.
ACA 51 also guarantees that the right of privacy and our other

constitutional frecdoms extend to all persons by amending Article T



There should be noc

and substituting the term "people” for "men'.

ambiguity about whether our constitutional freedoms are for every

man, woman and child in this state.




