Petition For CLemency

My name 15 Mlickaer Aneeto [Morates. Son 1o JoHN
an Josie [TloraLes . BroTHER TO THREE siBLINGS . AND FATHER To
THREE CHILDREN. | WRITE THIS PETITION 50 THAT THOSE TO WHOM
IT MATTERS MAY HAVE SOME INSIGHT INTO MY MIND AND HEART. LT
SHOULD BE NOTED THRT UP UNTIL NOW MUCH OF WHAT'S BEEN SAID OF
ME HAS COME FROM OTHERS . COMMENTS AND HERRSAY STATEMENTS
WHICH FOR THE MOST PART HAVE BEEN BIAS AND UNTRUE IN ONE
WAY OR ANOTHER. | HE SUM OF MY CHARACTOR HAS BEEN DETER -
MINED BY THIS ONE TERRIBLE CRIME , WHICH IS UNDERSTANDRABLE,
BUT HARDLY WHAT T CONSIPER TO BE ACCURATE. | HERE'S NO DENU-
ING THAT THE TAKING OF INNOCENT LIFE (5 A AWFUL  PWFUL THING.
HND EVEN THOUGH I'VE BEEN FOUND GUILTY OF SUCH A CRIME , AND
HAVE BECOME AN OBJECT OF HATRED TO MANY . I DON'T FEEL MY SOUL
TO BE THAT OF A MONSTER OR EVIL MAN AS SOME HAVE SUGGESTED.
THAT'S NOT WHO I AM. | WASN'T RAISED TO BE A PERSON OF HATE OR
VIOLENCE  AND T THINK M4 PAST HISTORY WILL BARE THAT ouT. DuT
THE FACT IS THAT IN MY YOUTH I DID LOSE MYSELF FOR A FEW YEARS.
ENTERING INTO WHAT COULD BE CALLED A DARK PERIOD IN MY LIFE .

I FAILED TO SAFEGUARD PRACTICAL WISDOM AND BECAUSE OF THAT MY
FOOLISHNESS LED ME ASTRAY. EMOTIONALLY TROUBLED I FOLLOWED
THE BAD WAY. | 60T INVOLVED WITH DRINKING AND DRUGS . AND S00N
STARTED TO BECOME THE THINGS I EXPERIENCED. H PERSON OF LOOSE
CONDUCT AND POOR ATTITUDE. | LACKED ANY REAL DIRECTION OR
PURPOSE . INOTHER WORDS , I BECAME A GOOD FOR NOTHING MAN. AND
I SAY THIS NOT TO MAKE EXCUSES BUT ONLY AS AN EXPLANATION OF
SORTS. | HE TRUTH IS THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR SUCH A SENSELESS



CRIME RS THE ONE I'VE BEEN FOUND GUILTY OF.

Do 1 cARE THAT A PERSON'S LIFE WwAS TAKEN © OF COURSE I DO.
AND I'm FULLY AWARE OF WHAT WAS LOST AND THE HARM DONE . AND
NOT JUST MERELY AN INTELLECTUAL RECOGNITION  BUT A HEART APPREC! -
ATION OF THIS SAD AND PRINFUL FACT. AND HAVING EXPERIENCED MY
OWN SON BEING SHOT AND PARALYZED , T UNDERSTAND A LITTLE OF WHAT
ANGUISH CAN DO TO A PERSON. [T14 REMORSE ISN'T GUST TO GRIN SUMPATHY
HERE AND NOW. [TS SOMETHING I'VE EXPRESSED EVEN BEFORE MY
ARREST WAS MADE AS THE RECORD WILL TESTIFY T0. UNFORTUNATELY AN
APOLOGY , NO MATTER HOW HEARTFELT  JUST DOESN'T CARRY ENOUGH
POTENCY IN A SITUATION LIKE THIS TO BRING ANY REAL COMFORT OR
AMEND ANY OF THE WRONG.0 T'VE TRIED TO DO THE ONLY THING A PERSO
IN M4 POSITION CAN , AND THAT'S CHANGE MY HEART.

HAVING BEEN SENTENCED TO DERTH IT WOULD OF BEEN EASY TO
CONTINUE FOLLOWING THE BAD WAY, THINKING I HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE.
But 1 DioN'T WANT THAT. [ WANTED BOTH MU ATTITUDE AND MY LIFE
TO REFLECT MY REMORSE , AND STAND AS EVIDENCE OF MY TRUE REPENT-
ANCE. [ OR ITS MY BELIEF THAT REMORSE AND REPENTANCE ARE
MEANINGLESS UNLESS THEY ARE ACCOMPANIED BY GOOD WORKS. OO
I'VE DONE MY BEST OVER THE YEARS TO STRIP OFF THE OLD PERSON -
ALITY WITH ALL ITS FLAWS AND SHAMEFUL PRACTICES  AND PUT ON A
NEW PERSONALITY. ONE SHAPED BY GOOD MORALS AND STRONG VALUES.
My peEDS Now ARE SIMPLE, FOR T'm A sMPLE maN. DuT THEIR HONEST
UPRIGHT, AND COME FROM A SINCERE HEART. DOES THIS MEAN I'M PERFECT
NOT HARDLY. DUT T'M DEFINITELY NOT THE SAME FOOLISH MISGUIDED
PERSON T ONCE WAS.

UHAT 15 THE STRATES DEFINITION OF cLEMENCY © L DON'T KNOW.
.UJHHT IS REQUIRED TO ORTAIN IT IF ANUTHING ’) F,GQIN T DON'T KNOIL)



WHAT T DO REALIZE 1S THAT LENIENCY CAN BE A DIFFICULT THING
TO COME BY THESE DAYS. IT5 CERTAINLY NOT THE NORMAL WAY OF
DEALING WITH SOMEONE WHO'S CRIMES ARE AS SERIOUS AS MINE. DuT
HOPEFULLY YOURS IS AN ADMINISTRATION WHO BELIEVES IN REPENTANCE
anD REFORM. WHo BELIEVES IN EXERCISING RESTRAINT MOTIVATED
BY COMPASSION . FIND WHO BELIEVES IN EXTENDING MERCY WHEN -
EVER AND WHEREVER POSSIBLE.

| WoULDN'T DARE TO PRESUME ON YOUR MERCY OF COURSE.
NoR BM I ASKING THAT THE STANDARDS OF JUSTICE BE IGNORED. JUITE
THE CONTRARY. [FOR I UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY THAT CERTAIN
ACTIONS HAVE CERTAIN CONSEQUENCES. GONSEQUENCES WHICH T'VE
ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY FOR. DUT AFTER CONSIDERING MY CASE |
PERHAPS THERE MIGHT BE A CLEAR BASIS FOR STRIVING TO SEEK A
MERCIFUL COURSE WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF JUSTICE , AND EVEN FOR
JUSTICE SAKE. [HAT'S My HOPE. AIND I CERTAINLY APPRECIATE VERY
MUCH YOUR FAIR AND IMPARTIAL CONSIDERATION IN THIS MATTER.

SJNCERELLJ,

mTCHHEL mo;zmt-‘s



